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RE: “GOMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION -/GOVERNMENT GROUP

At the present time the Washington Field Office is the Office of Origin
in a case entitled vCommunist Political Association -- Government Group; Internal
Security - C." This investigation is being nandled separately'from the General
Communist Political Association investigation. The purpose is to develop infor-
mation concerning the organizational character and activity of thié group. From

\ available information, the group operating within the Government is referred to
by the Communist Political Asscciaticn as the wgovernment Group." Its activities
are separate and distinct from the general activities of the Communist Political
Association and are more in the category of the activities of the White Collar or
professional Groups. Investigation is being carried on from an organizational
standpoint and no leads are being set out therein concerning individual members
of the group.

In the event informaticn ijs developed by the Washington Fielgd Office
concerning the transfer of a member of this group from Washington, D. C. to any
other city, the interested office will te immediately notified. It is then desire:
that preferred attention be given to the activities of the transferee, particularl;
if he or she is still in the employ of the United States Governmemt. Immediate
consideration should be given to the possibility of physical and technical sur-
vdillances in an effort to develop information concerning a similar group in the

ticular city involved. In the event your Office has any-defipite—infopiation-—
?::::; ncerning the present ex;iég?gz of such a group in yourf field office #€rritory,

&na-xhe Bureau and the 2;;3&& et@ Uifice should be i muoq D& RALYB BRPAHCOF CRUCS LA
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Communist Government Group. This code name should be u{;qﬂ---;ﬁ“Pﬁq NG 43V £V
letters and teletypes emanating from your office in con‘¢2t‘?i“ »~(.A.ﬁ5 %%£V
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SAC LETTER NO. 61
Series 1945
6-30-45

The Bureau considers this case of extreme inportance and instructs
that any investigation conducted in connection therewith be handled in a
highly discreet manner. The existence of such a case should not be promis-
cuously discussed.

Very truly yours,

Johﬁ Edgar Hoover
Director




pirector, Federal Bureau of Investigation July 5, Y5

K EAC, St. Paul

C0G0G
Reference is made to SAC Letter $61, Series 19i5, dated Juns 30,
1945 in the above-captionsd matter.

Tue St. Paul Pield Offies bas no informstion conoerning the
present existense of & zpvcmcnt group of the CPA.

According, this case is being considered RUCtd.
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LOOK AT THE PLATFORM !

MINNEAPOLIS STAR

fwhen, under Dr. Tugwell and Jerome Frank, now a
United States circult judge, it attracted so miany of
the intellectuals. He was one of many distinctly
non-farmers in the farm movement.

A Baltimore-born, Harvard-educated lawyer, Hiss
was brought into the agriculture -department by
Frank, He associated with Frank and with Lee
Pressman, a Communist sympathizer who later be-
came general counsel of the CIO. They drew intel-
jectual stimulation from Felix Frankfurter, then head
of the Harvard law school and now an associate
justice of the United States supreme court. Frank
furter was a character witness for Hiss in his first
trial.

Among the Washington lefi-wingers of the-day was
Dean Acheson, now secretary of state. He had been
Jaw clerk to the late liberal supreme court justice
Louis D. Brandeis.

They all traveled together, these left-wing intel-
lectuals, in the early days of the New Deal. Wash-
ington was filled with them and they were fn the
saddle. They dined in Georgetown and in restored

| Virginia and Maryland farm houses and talked bril-
liantly of the brave new world to come. They came
from the universities and they were filled with the
liberal spirit. They admired Russia, and Russian
things, and they were Bohemian in spirit--emanci-

| pated, of course, from the stuffy habits of thought
of the American middle class.

| This all seemed American enough, i{ considerably

| Jeft of center, until Whittaker Chambers came along

l and charged in effect that a Communist “apparatus”

ficials had attained high places and were themselves
part of the Communist apparatus aiming approxi.
mately at doing just what the discredited Dr. Wh't
had charged.

Many remnants of this old left-wing group remain
fn government. Many later recruits to federal of-
fice hold the same views. A great many of t.hem
certainly have had no tion with a C

“apparatus.” But they knew people, like Hiss, who
were 5o charged, and they can't or won't believe the
charges are true.

“® 1t shocks the 1 t them to think that
they were on the fringes of Soviet Communist ao-
tivity, so they reject the idea. The only way they
can completely refect it is to believe that Hiss
was not guilty, that he is the victim of national
hysteris and a sinister accuser, namely Whittaker
Chambers.

So last week, when Dean Acheson summoned the

Sermon on the Mount and Christian ethics to his

support of Alger Hiss, the left-wingers in Washington
took new hope. They took up the Biblical text to
which the secretary of state had pointed:

“Verily I say unto you, imasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the Jeast of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me."

For years to come there will be strong movements
among the left-wingers to vindicate Hiss and turn
the tables on Chambers, who was at one time very
deep in the shadow of a perjury charge himsell.

Sizeable funds were contributed for the Hiss de-

Al o,
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; Transmit the following Teletype message t0:

7 (C) 1-55 AM WIT

URGENT

e B

FORMER

— el

LETTERS ALLEGING SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN ACHESON WAS FORMERLY
IN A COMMUNIST PARTY CELL IN WASHINGTON, D D.C.. THE IETTERS WERE

S 0"

EXCHANGED BETWEEN

|- ANTI--COMMUNIST LEAGUE, ENGLEWOOD, COLORADO, m—
e m‘mo”~ AND RABID ANTI<-COMMUNIST
bl g"ég \ND ANTI--COMMUNIST SOCTALIST; COLORADO SPRLIGS, cotorero. GNP
@3&' §%§ RECEIVED THESE LETTERS THRU THE MAIL_ ABOUT ONE MONTH
k) g‘é’é AGO AND HAD PREVIOUSLY —‘IN NEW YORK CITY THREE MONTHS
L’c;‘:zig 2G0. PERTINENT PORTIONS FIRST LETTER DATED MARCH TWENTYSIX,
| %gzﬁ NINETEEN FIFTYONE, | SET OUT QUOTE THANES FOR -
; % gg YOUR LETTERS OF MARCH SEVENTEEN AND I NOTE THAT DEAN ACHESON
FHZ yas A MEMBER OF THE SPECIAL CELL OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH

OPERATED OUT OF AN OLD YIOLIN STUDLD AT ONE FIVE NAUGHT THREE

00 NNECTICUT AVENUE IN ASHTNGTON, D.C. UNGUOTE AND THAT QUOTES
| MOTHER

THE SPECIAL COURIER SENT LATER WAS
BLOOR., THIS CELL WAS COMPOSED

END PAGE ONE .

Approved:
special Agent 1

In_Chargs—""
CoRYENTIA | Jap- 37 %
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! Transmit the-following Teletﬁe message to:
PAGE WO '
PRESSMAN, ALGER HISS, NATHAN WITT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST CELLS
ORGANIZED IN THE NATION-S CAPITOL UNQUOTE. QUOTE THIS I BE-
LEIVE WAS IN NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR, AND FROM WHAT YOU SAY T ASSUME
CHAT ACHESON WAS A MEMBER OF THIS CELL A% TEAT TIME. DO YOU

£xoW HOW LONG HE REMATNED, AS I BELEIVE Y0D SAL D WHEN YOU WERE
CERE THAT HE WAS A MEMBER OF SUCH CELLS 45 LATE AS NINETEEN
HIRTYNINE UNQUOTE. IN HIS REPLIES S o e APRIL
uenrvsixra sast, (N qvoTe CONCERNIIE THE PRRAGRAPH
ON DEAN ACHESON, OF MARCH TWENTYSIX, I DO NOT KNOW ﬁow LONG HE
FTMATNED A MEMBER OF THAT BRANCH OF THE GOMMONIST PARTY, BUT I

Do KNOW THAT HE WAS STILL A MEMBER OF JHE PARTY
@ ;v 1 vETEEN THIRTYNINE onavore. [evviser HE HAS NO

pronzzos or resziets o°

OF INFORMATION SET OUT IN ABOVE LETTER. PHOTOSTATIC COPIES OF THES

OR OF AUTHENTICITY

Al LBTTERS ARE BELNC e 5y prorssurce. [EEEELNTERVIEWED BY
\o\V DENVER, STATE HAS O NFORMATION REGARDING ACHESON OTHER THAY

e R s oworn verrer S
DATED MARCH SEVENTEEN LAST, A COPY OF-LETTER_

WARCH TWENTYSIX LAST AND THE ORIGINAL IE TTER —

DATED APRIL TWENTYSIXTH LAST, ALL OF WHICH ARE QUOTED ABOVE.

END PAGE TWO

Approved: Sent M Per__ ___

special Agent in Charge ‘
CONEWINTIAL
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

----------- CONFIRINTIAL

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

PAGE THREE

| @ sveriis CoPIES OF: THESE LETIERS G > 1ETTERS ARE
b

BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY DENVER. INTERVIEM S oz ¥
| 62D . couprETE DETATLS. SUTEL BUREAU WITH COPIES 70 DENVER.

END AND ACKN PLS

| E 2N
LS
ey

OK FBI MP HEK

Approved: Sent M
Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE

J—  GONE

Transmit the following Teletype message 103 CONFERENCE

o)

REGARDING YGHESOH,
\ HATIONAL CONVENTION OF TOURG COMMUNT
W U1 sgveN, A CLOSED SESSION OF OFFICERS ELECT WAS HELD.

ST LEAGUE HEID IN MAY NINETEEN FORTY
AT THIS CLOSED MEETING

DISCUSSIQI s STATED (BEM'EST SUCCESS IN INFILTRATION WAS

i1 1S UNCLASSIFIE EXCEPT

U
‘ -

Wit

b =
LA o

L1D Z snm), ACCORDING TO -
-

vic ) ca'r THREE COMNECTICUT AVENUE,

Ul
il
it U—

(Y )

R

2t
-

[

31599 ‘ .
CLACSIAED BY $PE_bja| Pl
DECLASSIFY ON: 257(‘_%&

A - CORFRQITIAL
Approved: k( Sentf)_j_ﬂ___ Per#i;

ya

DURING A DISCUSSION OF COMMUNIST PARTY INFILTRATION INTO __ML _

.
Lot

Special Agent in Charge ,
-5
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE »

Transmit the fonow.ins 'l"eletype mee;age to: caﬂi: A ﬂa‘:

PAGE TWO

PERSGRALLY ACQUATNTED WITH ACHESON. DOES STATE THAT DURTNG SUMMER OF
THTRTYSIX FOLLOWING MASS MEETING HELD AT HOTEL 1IN MILNAUKEE AT WHICH
ey LISTENED 70 AN ENGLISH SPEAKING EROADCAST FROM SPATN REGHTDR

\FAMS EMBAROO ON SPATN, A CLOSED MEETING WaS HELD AT WHICH e [
R o= DUEING TIME SPAXISH EEFUBLIC wAS IN POWER, THE
REPURLIC EAD ESTABLISHED A CORE™CE FRIENDSHIP WI

UNQU
WASHINGTON, D. C./

INDIVIDUALS IN

ACCORDIN THAT THEY

TONIO

S ’
CAN BE ASSURED THAT DEAN ACHESON, ELEANOR,ROOSEVELT, VITO

wexe quore ow Frrms owauors. [ smares mais was T ONLY INSTANCE
& CaN FEMEMEER THAT ACHESON HAD BEEN REFERRED T0 BY AN CFFICIAL OF THE

piry. (JJJJ sTaTES HE HAS WO SPECIFIC TNFORMATION HEGARDING DEAN

| br@  ACHESQN BUT QUOTE FELT 10 BEST OF HTS KNOWIEDGE UNQUOTE THAT ACHESGH WAS
\ ez vp 70 o [N v TS TR, EE STATES HE
is o races 1o puck vp murs sz, [ peave wELPOLIS
COMING WEDNESDAY NIGHT FOR DELAVAN, WISCONSIN, IN CARE OF_

S STAY AT DELAVAN THROUGH SUNDAY. WILL

MOTOR T0 DENVER SUNDAY NEXT, EXPECTED 10 ARRIVE Dm BY WEDNESDAY

SEPTAEER NINETEEN NXT., IETTER OF DETAILS FOLLORS.

" cs%‘m

Approved: Sent. M Per___ -
Special Agent in Charge
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had advised Demver tmb
] certain letters alleging that
Secretary of State DEAN ACHESON was formerly in’'s Commmunist Party cell in

i Washington, D. Ce These letters, acco , to information in the teletype,
were exchanged between colorado -Anti-
. Communist league Englewood, Lolorados who, according to
. # and a rabid anti-C

rom Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

the Leamington Hotel, , Minnesota.
specific information regarding )
Party. that during & closed session which was conducted after

- . the National Convention of the Youn unist Leazue in May, 1957, the
, newly elected National Copmit was a member, held
\99\ a discussion which was on infiltration :L_nto the government.

As an illustration of this infiltration, accord-
that they had enetrated into the offices of the Agriculture
stated thatin Washington the Communist
party had powerful cells and had an infiltration of .better than 2800
Communist Party members and fellow travelers.

was very much perturbed during this
discussion that the Communist Party had not penetrated far enough into the
Army and Navy and there was a great need for the Young Communist League to
join the R.0.T.C. ‘with a view to make an attempt to enter either West Point

or Annapolis.

: ”advised at the closed session, that the first
Communist Partvy cell was started at 1503 Connecticut Avenue in a violin

- studio in 1933, and that the cell was de up predominately of graduates of

ma
. . eastern universities. Accordin at this t, brought up the
names of JOHN ABT, NATHAN WITT, LEE PRESSMAN,

P a8 unidentified woman whose nane @ffjjidoes hov recall, &3 being

According

- . “; S ¢
. . 12006239 - \\uf o :
: VJJ:1MLS \\ DECLASSIFIED BY J P“ i
cC - lﬂ.luaukee ‘m‘ -~ éh /-5" T
- Denver : e T —— T
. . ! Pittsburgh -



MEMO DIRECTOR, FBI

September 1L, 1951

= ey

members of 'ti\is

of this Uommunisi Parvy

closed session:

part of this Comm

was personally acquainted with DEAN ACHESON .
during the summer of 1936, following a mass meetin

rticular cell. Glli§ recalle

of the cell to the National COmmms!A !a.rty Office

farther rec

that

ection that

ground work in the development

stated that the following indivigluals were present at this

gended ever saying or writing that DEAN ACHESON was
party cell., He claims also that he has never met or

stated, however, that
g neld at a hotel in

Milwaukee, the name of nhich-was unable to recall, a closed meeting

was held at which time

-recalled that at the mass meeting at the hotel they had
13 stened to an English speaking broadcast from Spain regarding the

the following individuals were present:

i

situation and in particular the arms embargo on Spain. According t
in the closed session discussion ori aid to Spain -
and the arms embargo on Spain. He acvise hose present that during the

time the Spanish republic was in pover, they had established a core of

friendship with key individuals in the gove

Washington, D. C.

According it was at this point that ade the statement that,

uThey can be assured that DEAMN
gre our friends.®

that ACHESON had been referred
Communist Party.

ACHESON, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT and VETO MARCANTONIO

inslsted that this wae the only instance that he can remember

to by anyone in an official capacity with the
jneisted that this is the only reference he

has ever made in ﬁ of his speeches or writings which would reflect on DEAN

ACHESON.

stated that he has no specific information regarding

-2.

O L I el
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MEMO DIRKCTOR, FEL September 15, 1951

7 ——
"DEAN ACHESON but 'felt'; to the best of his knowledge, that ACHESON was &
pember up to the time tha in 1939, He further stated.

‘that he has no facts to back up this statement.

vised that he is nnnble to furnish any other - '

ACHESON. | 4
information regarding DEAN ACHESON.

The & i frained fx;om meking specific reference
to or any correspondence which possibly

have been conducted between the two inasmuch 2 e relatjonship between
dsnies

ever corresponding with any jndividuals regarding DEAN ACHESQN or ever
making reference to DEAN ACHESON in any of his speeches or writings as
being a member of the Communist Party cell ‘in Washington. - : ‘

Q@D v:11 leave kimeapolis on the of September 12 _°
enroute to DelZ Wisconsin and will be in care of

According QP he will stay at Delavan, Wisconsin
porough Sepuemper 16, at which time he will continue on to Deaver, Colorado
via automobile. He expects to arrive in Denver by Wednesday, September 19.

: , insisted further that’: = -
he could not recall ever corresponding with any 4ndividuals regarding DEAN - - .



. PIRECTOR, FBI (101-4300) August 3, 1953
SAC, MIRNEAPOLIS (100-9006)

SECURLTY MATTER - C

Re WFO lotter to the Direstor, July 1, 1953.

There is besing enclosed for the Tenver 0ffice one
co laetter Tequeating a reinterview of
This is in connection with
. ecurrent investigution to looate additional witnesses

who able to substantiate allegations that
was & member of the Communist 7artyin the
1930's and 1940's.

A review of ﬁinneupol.la f£iles indicates that
Englewood, CO iQ & known
e Lenver Urfice.

who has invited
this city in the past, advigsed that
Englewood, Colorado.

or information of the WFO, ?éwing recent
years has been ergged in a nation-wice tour during the
course of which he has given anti-communist lectu
of & sensational nature, In Feburary 19&8.*

Mgm of a derogatory aature
front of the Russian LmbLASAY at washington I.C. In Hay

i to be promoting the program of
at Denver, Colorado.

The interview with @by SiS of the ¥innes
office on September 1ll, 1951 was conducted
was in this area on & spaaking engsgement. The detalled
results of this interview wre transmitted to the Bureau
jetter, copy to Ienver, on Se tember 15, 1951 captioned
A copy

i1s enclosed for the Wr0 for information.

he WFO has requested ths interview w1t

be hancled expecitiously.

-RUC -

RvMivont

cc:Denver (¥ncl)
WFO (101-607) (Fnecl)
MP 100-6239
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